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’Predatory’ publishing 

• Alleged questionable publishing  
• Dishonest publ... 
• Illegitimate journals 
• Vanity press 
• Fake journals 
• ”Rip off” 
• Snake oil... 



 
 

      
     

     
 

 
   

          
       

    
           

         
         

              
              
               

  
         

             
           

      
  

   
  

  
  

  
   

  
   
  

  
  

       
         

       
      

  
          
  

         

International Journal of Intelligent 
Information Systems 
(ISSN Print: 2328-7675, Online: 2328-
7683) 
Current Issue: Vol.6, No.4, 2017 

Dear Gustaf Nelhans, 
Greetings from the editorial office 
of International Journal of Intelligent 
Information Systems(ISSN: 2328-7675), 
an Open Access journalwhich publishes 
original research papers. 

We get to know your paper titled Citation 
impact in clinical guidelines from 21st 
Nordic Workshop on Bibliometrics and 
research policy----NWB 2016, and your 
topic is so much impressive. 

We hope to publish this interesting paper in 
our journal. Would you like to share your 
papers with other scholars in this field? If 
you have any interest, please feel free to 
email us your paper manuscript in the 
attachment at any of your convenience. 

Meanwhile, to enhance the academic 
communication between scholars, we are 
seeking professionals to join our Editorial 
Board or reviewer team. If you are 
interested, you are encouraged to send 
your Resume to us. 

Subject Coverage 
Database 
management 
technologies 
Extreme modelling 
Heterogeneous 
databases 
Extreme 
programming 

Distributed databases 
Information retrieval 
systems 
Mobile databases 
Intelligent information 
systems 
Temporal databases 
Information 
engineering 

Journal Indexing 
Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin, CNKI 
SCHOLAR, EZB, WorldCat, CrossRef, 
Polish Scholarly Bibliography, Access to 
Research for Development and Innovation, 
Directory of Research Journals Indexing, 
ResearchBib, Academickeys, 
Zeitschriftendatenbank, JournalSeek, 
Universal Impact Factor, MIAR, etc. 

We are looking forward to a fruitful 
cooperation with you. 
Best Regards, 
Editorial Office of International Journal of 
Intelligent Information Systems 

APC: $770 

http://www.ijiis.net/




’International Journal of Intelligent Information Systems’ 

No match! 



APC:s in bitcoin 

 

https://ephjournal.com/index.php/as 



”submit your print-ready manuscript 
in pdf-format with a check for $770” 



SELECT DISTINCT 
?_recordID 
?_orgCode 
?_pubYear 
?_contentType 
?_outputCode 
?_creatorCount 
?_numLocalCreator 
?_affiliation 
?_channel 
?_issn 
?_publisher 
?_isiValue 
?_doiValue 
?_scopusValue 
?_pmidValue 
?_isbnValue 
?_dubblettID 

FILTER ( ?_pubYear >= 2008 [2012] )  
FILTER ( ?_pubYear <= 2017 )  
 
FILTER (xsd:string(?_outputCode) IN ( 'publication','publication/journal-
article','publication/journal-issue','publication/magazine-
article','publication/review-article','publication/editorial-
letter','publication/other') ) 
 
FILTER ( ?_isPublished = 1 )  
 
} 
LIMIT 10000000 



Databases 

SwePub journal publication data was matched against three 
curated blacklists: 
1. Journals Black List maintained by the Ministry of Health 

and Medical Education in Iran [blacklist.research.ac.ir] 
1. “invalid and fake publications” (2,180 titles from 88 publishers) 

2. DOAJ list of journals removed from the Open Access list 
[blog.doaj.org/tag/removed-journals] 
1. “Suspected editorial misconduct by publisher”, (642 titles)   

3. Cabell’s Blacklist, by kind permission 
[www2.cabells.com/about-blacklist] 

1. (9,503 titles from 446 publishers) 
4. Elsevier: Discontinued-sources-from-Scopus_Sept_2018 

• Metrics; Publication concerns, Radar (424 titles)  
 

 



List of journals removed from DOAJ [since] 
1st January 2014  

Reason No. Journal Titles 
Journal not adhering to Best practice 1,349 
Suspected editorial misconduct by publisher 642 
Ceased publishing 259 
Inactive (has not published in the last calender year) 238 
Web site URL no longer works 143 
Journal is no longer Open Access 73 
Has not published enough articles this calendar year 31 
no licence 29 
Inactive (has not published in the last calendar year) 27 
Website URL no longer works 12 
No licence nor OA statement 12 
Journal is not Open Access 11 
No OA or licence info 10 
No OA statement 10 
No longer open access 10 
Other reasons 151 
Total 3,007 



Cabell’s criteria (n=72) 

ID Description 
V02 The same article appears in more than one journal. 
V03 Hijacked journal (defined as a fraudulent website created to look like a legitimate academic journal for the 

purpose of offering academics the opportunity to rapidly publish their research for a fee). 
V04 Information received from the journal does not match the journal’s website. 
V05 The journal or publisher claims to be a non-profit when it is actually a for-profit company. 
V06 The publisher hides or obscures relationships with for-profit partner companies. 
V07 The owner/Editor of the journal or publisher falsely claims academic positions or qualifications. 
V08 The journal is associated with a conference that has been identified as predatory. 
V09 The journal gives a fake ISSN. 
V10 No editor or editorial board listed on the journal’s website at all. 
V11 Editors do not actually exist or are deceased. 
V12 The journal includes scholars on an editorial board without their knowledge or permission. 
V13 The journal publishes papers that are not academic at all, e.g. essays by laypeople or obvious pseudo-science. 
V14 No articles are published or the archives are missing issues and/or articles. 
V15 Falsely claims indexing in well-known databases (especially SCOPUS, DOAJ, JCR, and Cabells). 
V16 Falsely claims universities or other organizations as partners or sponsors. 
V17 Machine-generated or other sting" abstracts or papers are accepted." 
V18 The journal uses misleading metrics (i.e., metrics with the words “impact factor” that are not the Thomson 

Reuters Impact Factor). 
V19 The journal offers options for researchers to prepay APCs for future articles. 
V20 The journal states there is an APC or other fee but does not give information on the amount. 
V21 The journal or publisher offers membership to receive discounts on APCs but does not give information on how 

         
                   

     
                

            
       

V25 The name of the journal references a country or demographic that does not relate to the content or origin of th   
V26 The journal uses language that suggests that it is industry leading, but is in fact a new journal. 
V27 The title of the journal is copied or so similar to that of a legitimate journal that it could cause confusion betwee    
V28 The founder of the publishing company is the editor of all of the journals published by said company. 
V29 Canaries 

V30 
Evident data showing that the editor/review board members do not possess academic expertise to reasonably q     
publication gatekeepers in the journal’s field. 

V31 
Have board members who are prominent researchers but exempt them from any contribution to the journal exc       
and/or photographs. 

V32 Gender bias in the editorial board. 
V33 Little geographical diversity of board members and the journal claims to be International. 
V34 Inadequate peer review (i.e., a single reader reviews submissions, peer reviewers read papers outside their field    
V35 The journal’s website does not have a clearly stated peer review policy. 
V36 The website does not identify a physical address for the publisher or gives a fake address. 
V37 The journal or publisher uses a virtual office or other proxy business as its physical address. 
V39 Dead links. 
V40 Poor grammar and/or spelling. 
V41 No way to contact the journal/only has web-form. 
V42 No copyediting. 
V43 The publisher displays prominent statements that promise rapid publication and/or unusually quick peer review     

             
             
         
            
              

V50 The name of the publisher suggests that it is a society, academy, etc. when it is only a publisher and offers n      

V51 
The name of the publisher suggests that it is a society, academy, etc. when it is only a solitary proprietary op       
definition of the term used or implied non-profit mission. 

V52 The publisher or its journals are not listed in standard periodical directories or are not widely catalogued in   
V53 The publisher or journal’s website seems too focused on the payment of fees. 
V54 States the journal is completely open access but not all articles are openly available. 
V55 No way to access articles (no information on open access or how to subscribe). 
V56 No policies for digital preservation. 
V57 The journal has a poorly written copyright policy and/or transfer form that does not actually transfer copyri  
V58 The journal publishes not in accordance with their copyright or does not operate under a copyright license. 
V59 Emails from journals received by researchers who are clearly not in the field the journal covers. 
V60 Multiple emails received from a journal in a short amount of time. 
V61 Emails received from a journal do not include the option to unsubscribe to future emails. 
V62 The journal has been asked to quit sending emails and has not stopped. 
V63 No subscribers / nobody uses the journal. 
V64 The journal or publisher gives a business address in a Western country but the majority of authors are base     
V65 The journal’s website does not allow web crawlers. 
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Cabell’s criteria 
Severe 

V03 Hijacked journal (defined as a 
fraudulent website created to 
look like a legitimate 
academic journal for the 
purpose of offering 
academics the opportunity to 
rapidly publish their research 
for a fee). 

V11 Editors do not actually exist 
or are deceased. 

V15 Falsely claims indexing in 
well-known databases 
(especially SCOPUS, DOAJ, 
JCR, and Cabells). 

V37 The journal or publisher uses 
a virtual office or other proxy 
business as its physical 
address. 

V71 The journal publishes papers 
presented at conferences 
without additional peer 
review. 

Less severe 

V05 The journal or publisher 
claims to be a non-profit 
when it is actually a for-profit 
company. 

V06 The publisher hides or 
obscures relationships with 
for-profit partner companies. 

V32 Gender bias in the editorial 
board. 

V48 The journal purposefully 
publishes controversial 
articles in the interest of 
boosting citation count. 

V56 No policies for digital 
preservation. 

V66 The journal copyproofs and 
locks PDFs. 

Grey zone 

V02 The same article appears in more than 
one journal. 

V20 The journal states there is an APC or 
other fee but does not give 
information on the amount. 

V22 The author must pay APC or 
publication fee before submitting the 
article (specifically calls the fee a 
publication fee, not a submission fee). 

V25 The name of the journal references a 
country or demographic that does not 
relate to the content or origin of the 
journal. 

V34 Inadequate peer review (i.e., a single 
reader reviews submissions, peer 
reviewers read papers outside their 
field of study, etc.). 

V40 Poor grammar and/or spelling. 

V43 The publisher displays prominent 
statements that promise rapid 
publication and/or unusually quick 
peer review (less than 4 weeks). 



Matching 

• Matching publication records with blacklisted 
journals was carried out in a hierarchical 
procedure.  

1. ISSN numbers  
2. Both journal title and publisher name identical to any 

of the blacklists.  
3. Manual matching of entries with matching journal 

titles using the DOI string had the identical structure as 
a matched publication.  

• A total of 1800 published works in blacklisted 
journals were identified 



Overlap between matched docs in 
the respective lists. 

Overlap between the matched documents in the three 
databases. C=Cabell's blacklist, I= Ministry of Health and 
Medical Education, D=DOAJ list of removed Journals based 
on ‘Suggested editorial misconduct’. 



Source title words 



Issues 

• Controversial titles (e.g. Oncotarget: n=397, 156,7) 
• Duplicates in publication databases 
• Co-authored publications (Full/fractionalized 

counts) 
• Final coverage: Journals turned 

problematic/hijacked 
• Identifiers, DOI, ISSN, etc. 

 



Singapore statement on Research Integrity (2010) 

• Honesty in all aspects of research 
• Accountability in the conduct of research 
• Professional courtesy and fairness in working with others 
• Good stewardship of research on behalf of others 

 

From: Dorch, B. (2015). Open, transparent and honest – the way we practice research. Nordic 
Perspectives on Open Science, 1, 25–30. doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.7557/11.3618 

http://dx.doi.org/10.7557/11.3618
http://dx.doi.org/10.7557/11.3618


Boils down to research ethics 

 



Thank you! 
 

gustaf.nelhans@hb.se 
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